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Athenienfium res gefte, ficut ego exiflumo, fatis 
ample maguificeque fuere, verum aliquanto mi- 
nores tamen quam fama feruntur: Sed, quia 
provenere 1bt magna Scriptorum ingenia, per 
terrarum orbem datas facta pro maxu- 
mis celebrantur. Ita eorum, qui eafecere, vir- 
tus tanta Labetur, quantum verbis ea potuere 
extollere preclara ingenia. Salluft. 


(724714N, among his Maxims for raifing 
a Man to the moft confummate Charaéter 
of Greatnefs, advifes firft to perform extraor- 
dinary A€tions, and in the next Place to fecure 
a good Hiftorian. Without the laft, he confi- 
ders the firft as thrown away; as indeed they 
are in a great Meafure by fuch illuftrious Per- 
fons, as make Fame and Reputation the End 
of their Undertakings. The moft fhining Me- 
nt goes down to Pofterity with Difadvantage, 
when it is not placed by Writers in its proper 
Light. 

The Misfortune is, that there are more In- 
ftances of Men who deferve this kind of Im- 
mortality, than of Authors who are able to be- 
ftow it. Our Countrey, which has produced 

Vriters of the firft Figure in every other kind 
of Work, has been very barren in good Hilto- 
tians. We have had feveral who have been 
able to compile Matters of Faét, but very few 
who have been able to digeft them with that 


Purity and Elegance of Style, that Nicety and 
Strength 
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Strength of Reflection, that Subtilty and Dif. 
cernment in the. Unravelling of a Charaéer, 
and that Choice of Circumftances for enliven- 
ing the whole Narration, which we fo juttly 
admire in the antient Hiftorians of Greece and 
Rome, and in fome Authors of our neighbouring 
Nations. 

Thofe who have fucceeded beft inW orks of this 
kind, are fuch, who, befides their natural good 
Senfe and Learning, have themfelves been ver- 
fed in publick Bufinefs, and thereby acquired a 
thorough Knowledge of Men and Things. It 
was the Advice of the great Duke of Schom- 
berg, to an eminent Hiftorian of his Acquain- 
tance, who was an Ecelefiaftick, That he fhould 
avoid being too particular in the drawing up of 
an Army, and other Circumftances of the Day 
of Battel; for that he had always obferved mott 
notorious Blunders and Abfurdities committed 
on that Occafion, by fuch Writers as were not 
converfant in the Art of War. We may rea- 
fonably expedt the like Miftakes in every other 
kind of Publick Matters, recorded by thofe 
who have only a diftant Theory of fuch Af- 
fairs. Befides; it is not very probable, that 
Men, who have paffed all their Time in low 
and vulgar Life, fhould have a fuitable Idea of 
the feveral Beauties and Blemithes in the Acti- 
ons or Charaéters of Great Men. For this Reafon 
I find an old Law quoted by the famous Mon- 
fieur Bayle that no Perfon below the Dignity 
of a Roman Knight fhould prefume to write an 
Hiftory. 

In England there is {carce any one, who has 
had a Tinéture of Reading or Study, that is not 
apt to fancy himfelf equal to fo great a Task; 
tho’ it is plain, that many of our Countrey- 
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men, who have tampered in Hiftory, frequently 
fhew, that they do not underftand the very Na- 
ture of thofe Tranfaétions which they recount. 
Nay, nothing is more ufual than to fee every 
Man, who is verfed in any particular Way of 
Bulfinefs, finding fault with fevcral of thefe Au- 
thors, fo far as they treat of Matters within his 
Sphere. 

There is a Race of Men lately fprung up 
among this fort of Writers, whom one cannot 
reflect upon without Indignation as well as Con- 
tempt. Thefe are our Grud-Street Biographers, 
who watch for the Death of a great Man, like 
fo many Undertakers, on purpofe to make a 
Penny of him. He is no fooner laid in his 
Grave, but he falls into the Hands of an Hifto- 
rian; who, to {well a Volume, afcribes to hin 
Works which he never wrote, and Adtions 
which he never performed; celebrates Virtues 
which he was never famous for, and excufes 
Faults which he was never guilty of.. They 
fetch their only authentick Records out of Do- 
ctors Commons ; and when they have got a Copy 
of his latt Will and Teftament, they fancy them- 
felves furnifhed with fufficient Materials for his 
Hiftory. This might indeed enable them in 
fome Meafure to write the Hiftory ofhis Death ; 
but what can we expect from an Author that 
undertakes to write the Life of a Great Man, 
who is furnifhed with no other Matters of 
Fa@, befides Legacies; and in{tead of being able 
to tell us what he did, can only teil us what he 
bequeathed? This manner of expofing the pri- 
vate Concerns of Families, and facrificing the 
Secrets of the Dead to the Curiofity of the Li- 
ving, is one of thofe licentious Practices which 
might well deferve the Animadverfion of our 
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Government, when it has Time to contrive 
Expedients for remedying the many crying A- 
bufes of the Prefs. In the mean while, what 
a poor Idea muft Strangers conceive of thofe 
Perfons, who have been famous among us in 
their Generation, fhould they form their No- 
tions of them from the Writings of thefe our 
Hiftoriographers ! What would our Pofterity 
think of their illuftrious Forefathers , fhould 
they only fee them in fuch weak and difadvan- 
tageous Lights! But to our Comfort, Works 
of this Nature are fo fhort-lived, that they can- 
not poflibly diminifh the Memory of thofe Pa- 

triots which they are not able to preferve. 
The Truth of it is, asthe Lives of Great Men 
cannot be written with any tolerable Degree of 
Elegance or Exaétnefs, within a fhort Space 
after their Deceafe; fo neither is it fit that the 
Hiftory of a Perfon, who has aéted among us 
in a publick Charaéter, thould appear, till Envy 
and Friendfhip are laid afleep, and the Prejudice 
both of his Antagonifts and Adherents be, in 
fome Degree, foftned and fubdued. There 
is no queftion but there are feveral eminent Per- 
fonsin each Party, however they may reprefent 
one another at prefent, who will have the fame 
Admirers among Pofterity, and be equally cele- 
brated by thofe, whofe Minds will not be dif- 
tempered by Intereft, Paffion, or Partiality. It 
were happy for us, could we prevail upon our 
felves to imagine, that one, who differs from 
us in Opinion, may poffibly be an honeft Man; 
and that we might do the fame Juftice to one 
another, which will be done us hereafter by 
thofe who fhall make their Appearance in the 
World, when this Generation isno more. But 
in our prefent miferable and divided Condition, 
how 





